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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described In a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an International 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act , . 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference Is a U.S. patent resulting 

« 

directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kippschull (6,666,475). 

Kippschull teaches an inflatable side protection airbag comprising a first panel 56 
having an anterior portion and a posterior portion, the anterior and posterior portions 
being formed from a single piece of fabric; a second panel 58 having an anterior 
portion, a posterior portion, and a bridging portion 60, the anterior and posterior 
portions being connected to one another by the bridging portion, the bridging portion 
lying adjacent a void area, the void area is positioned at least partially between the 
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anterior portion and the posterior portion of the second panel, the second panel is 
formed from more than one cut pieces of fabric wherein the anterior portion of the first 
panel is mated to the anterior portion of the second panel in forming a front pillow, and 
further wherein the posterior portion of the first panel is mated to the posterior portion 
of the second panel to form a back pillow, see figures 9A-9C. The bridging portion 
provides air flow between the front pillow and the back pillow. The anterior portion of 
the second panel comprises a first piece of fabric, the posterior portion of the second 
panel comprises a second piece of fabric, and the bridging portion comprises a third 
piece of fabric. The first panel is comprised of more than one piece of fabric. The first 

■ 

panel is sewn to the second panel. The first and second panels are cut from at least 
one fabric blank, further wherein in the construction of the airbag, the ratio of (1) the 
amount of the fabric blank(s) which are actually employed in the airbag product as 
compared to (2) the total amount of the fabric blank(s), in square units, is greater than 
about 80 percent. The ratio is greater than about 90 percent. There is essentially no 
free space between the front pillow and the back pillow. The non-unitary second panel 
is formed from at least three portions of cut fabric. The anterior portion of the unitary 
panel is adjacent the linking portion of the unitary panel, and the linking portion of the 
unitary panel lies adjacent the posterior portion of the unitary panel. The unitary first 
panel comprises an inboard panel. The non-unitary second panel comprises an 
outboard panel. Kippschull teaches a method of making an airbag comprising providing 
a fabric blank, cutting at least a first portion of fabric from the blank, wherein the first 
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portion corresponds to a first panel; cutting from the fabric blank at least two additional 
portions; mating together the at least two additional portions; and mating the second 
panel to the first panel. With respect to the airbag having the anterior and posterior 
portions of a second panel not coextensive with the anterior and posterior portions of 
the first panel, the examiner notes it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modif/ the airbag of Kippschuli to 
have portions of the second panel not coextensive with portions of the first panel, since 
a slight variation of the anterior and posterior portions of the panels would not change 
the function of the device. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed August 26, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. In response to Applicant's arguments that U.S. Patent 6,666,475 to 
Kippschuli does not appear to teach or suggest an airbag in which the anterior and 
posterior portions of a second panel are not coextensive with the anterior and posterior 
portions of the first panel, the examiner notes it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the Invention was made to modify the airbag 
of Kippschuli to have portions of the second panel not coextensive with portions of the 
first panel, since a slight variation of the anterior and posterior portions of the panels 
would not change the function of the device. Further the applicant fails to disclose the 
advantage of having portions of the second panel not coextensive with portions of the 
first panel. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Faye M. Fleming whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6672. The examiner can normally be reached on l^-F (9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Art Unit 3616 



